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Week Ending Friday, January 18, 


The President’s News Conference 
January 12, 1991 


The President. 1 have a brief statement 
and then I'll be glad to take a few ques- 
tions. 

First, let me just say that I am gratified 
by the vote in the Congress supporting the 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. 
This action by the Congress unmistakably 
demonstrates the United States commit- 
ment to the international demand for a 
complete and unconditional withdrawal of 
Iraq from Kuwait. This clear expression of 
the Congress represents the last, best 
chance for peace. 

As a democracy we’ve debated this issue 
openly and in good faith. And as President I 
have held extensive consultation with the 
Congress. We’ve now closed ranks behind a 
clear signal of our determination and our 
resolve to implement the United Nations 
resolutions. Those who may have mistaken 
our democratic process as a sign of weak- 
ness now see the strength of democracy. 
And this sends the clearest message to Iraq 
that it cannot scorn the January 15th dead- 
line. 

Throughout our history we’ve been reso- 
lute in our support of justice, freedom, and 
human dignity. The current situation in the 
Persian Gulf demands no less of us and of 
the international community. We did not 
plan for war, nor do we seek war. But if 
conflict is thrust upon us we are ready and 
we are determined. We’ve worked long and 
hard, as have others including the Arab 
League, the United Nations, the European 
Community, to achieve a peaceful solution. 
Unfortunately, Iraq has thus far turned a 
deaf ear to the voices of peace and reason. 

Let there be no mistake: Peace is every- 
one’s goal. Peace is in everyone’s prayers. 
But it is for Iraq to decide. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, does this mean now 
that war is inevitable—— 
The President. No—— 
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Q. and have you made the decision 
in your own mind? 

The President. No, it does not mean that 
war is inevitable. And I have felt that a 
statement of this nature from both Houses 
of the United States Congress was, at this 
late date, the best shot for peace. And so, 
let us hope that that message will get 
through to Saddam Hussein. 

Q. Have you made the decision in your 
mindP 

The President. 1 have not because I still 
hope that there will be a peaceful solution. 

Q. Mr. President, there’s only 3 days left 
until the deadline, which isn’t enough time 
for Saddam Hussein to pull out his troops. 
In fact, you, yourself, wouldn’t let Jim 
Baker go to Baghdad on this date because 
there wouldn’t be enough time. Do you see 
the possibility of anything happening in 
these last few days that could avert war or 
any chance that he will pull his troops out? 

The President. Well, in terms of the 
chance, I’d have to say I don’t know. And in 
terms of what could avert war, you might 
say an instant commencement of a large- 
scale removal of troops with no condition, 
no concession, and just heading out could 
well be the best and only way to avert war, 
even though it would be, at this date, I 
would say almost impossible to comply fully 
with the United Nations resolutions. 

Q. Sort of a followup: Have you heard 
from the U.N. Secretary-General Perez de 
Cuellar today, and is there any hope on that 
front? 

The President. No—well, I don’t know 
whether there is hope on it because I 
haven’t heard from him today. 

Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied that 
countries in the international coalition like 
France, Syria, and Egypt will take part in 
offensive operations in the event of hostil- 
ities in the Gulf? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. The second part of that question, sir, 
you've said that if hostilities come it will not 
be another Vietnam. What kind of assump- 
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tions are you making about the duration of 
a conflict, and can you assure the American 
people that hostilities would not expand 
beyond the current theater of operations? 

The President. Well, I am not making any 
assumptions in terms of numbers of days, 
but I have said over and over again that the 
differences between what is happening in 
the Gulf and what happened in Vietnam 
are enormous in terms of the coalition 
aligned against the Iraqis, in terms of the 
demographics, in terms of the United Na- 
tions action, and I am convinced in terms of 
the force that is arrayed against Iraq. So, I 
just don’t think there is a parallel. 

But I would like to say that I have gone 
over all of this with our Secretary of De- 
fense and with the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs; and all three of us, and everybody 
else involved in this, are determined to 
keep casualties to an absolute minimum. 
And that’s one of the reasons that I author- 
ized Secretary Cheney to move the addi- 
tional force several weeks ago. 

Q. What about firebreaks to keep the war 
from expanding? 

The President. Well, I don’t worry too 
much about the war expanding. I have said 
very clearly, and I'd like to repeat it here, 
that we will hold Saddam Hussein directly 
responsible for any terrorist action that is 
taken against U.S. citizens, against citizens 
of others in the coalition. So, I must confess 
to some concern about terrorism. It’s not 
just that it relates to this crisis because I’ve 
always felt that way. But if it is related to 
the crisis, if the terrorist acts are related to 
it, Saddam Hussein will be held directly re- 
sponsible for that, and the consequences 
will be on him. 

Q. Mr. President, the pendulum of hope 
has swung back and forth, and you, your- 
self, have said you didn’t hold out tremen- 
dous hope for the last-minute diplomatic ef- 
forts. What do you do on midnight on Janu- 
ary 15th? 

The President. Well, Ann [Ann Compton, 
ABC News], I can’t tell you I know on mid- 
night, but I do feel that the action taken by 
the United States Congress today is a very 
important step in, hopefully, getting 
Saddam Hussein to realize what he’s up 
against—the determination of the American 
people. I have felt that the support is there 
from the people, but I think now with the 
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Congress—the representatives of the 
people—on record, it makes it much, much 
clearer to Saddam Hussein. 

Q. The polls have shown people support 
moving fairly quickly after the 15th. Would 
that be your intention? 

The President. 1 have said—and without 
trying to pin it down or in any sense go 
beyond what I’m about to say, sooner rather 
than later. And I got into a discussion—I 
know that’s perhaps not of much help, but I 
think the worst thing you’d want to de is, if 
a determination was made to use force, to 
signal when you might be inclined to act. 
That would, in my view, put the lives of 
coalition forces needlessly at risk. 

Q. Sir, I’m sure you're doing all these 
scenarios that are coming out, the various 
peace scenarios. One has it that Saddam 
Hussein will wait until after the 15th—we 
get into this face-saving again—wait until 
the 16th or the 17th possibly and then start 
to withdraw—say, look, I stood up to 
George Bush, but I’m willing in order to 
avoid war to pull my troops out now. Is that 
the type of thing that will go into your 
calculations? Would that be important to 
you? Would you say, well, let’s give the guy 
a couple of days and see if, indeed, that 
scenario is true? 

The President. | don’t want to give any 
indication to Saddam Hussein that we will 
be interested in anything that looks like 
delay or trying to claim victory. It isn’t a 
question of winning or losing. It’s a question 
of his getting out of Kuwait rapidly without 
concession. And so, I’d have to know a lot 
more about the situation, the scenario, as 
you say, before I could give you a more 
definitive response. 

But I don’t want anything here to be in- 
terpreted by him as flexibility on our part. 
We have not been flexible. We have been 
determined, and we are still determined to 
see that he complies fully with the resolu- 
tions. Now, Rita [Rita Beamish, Associated 
Press] raised the question, is it logistically 
possible to fully comply? At this moment, 
I'm not sure that you could—logistically 
possibly to fully comply. But if he started 
now to do that what he should have done 
weeks ago, clearly, that would make a dif- 
ference. And I’m talking about a rapid, mas- 
sive withdrawal from Kuwait. But I still 
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worry about it because it might not be in 
full compliance. So, the standard full com- 
pliance with all these resolutions—-now, 
some can’t be complied with fully before 
the 15th. One of them relates to repara- 
tions. And reparations is a very important 
part of this. It’s a very important part of 
what the United Nations has done. So, I 
don’t think the whole question of repara- 
tions can be resolved before the 15th. 

Q. Sir, can you explain why sooner is 
better than later? 

The President. Yes, because I think that’s 
been a major part of the debate on the Hill. 
And I think it is very important that he 
knows that the United States and the 
United Nations are credible. I don’t want to 
see further economic damage done to the 
Third World economies or to this economy. 
I don’t want to see further devastation done 
to Kuwait. This question of when was de- 
bated in the United Nations, and these 
countries came down saying this is the 
deadline. And I don’t want to veer off from 
that for one single iota. And I certainly 
don’t want to indicate that the United 
States will not do its part in the coalition to 
fulfill these resolutions. 

Q. Mr. President, you spoke of the 
debate. It was a very somber day up there. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. People talked about the cost of war. I 
wondered if you watched it and what effect 
it had on you. 

The President. That’s a good question. On 
the parts of it I saw I couldn’t agree more. 
It was somber, properly somber. It was, I 
thought, with very little rancor. I thought it 
was conducted for the most part—not en- 
tirely—in a very objective manner in terms 
of the subject, and yet subjective in terms 
of the individual speaking. The compassion 
and the concern, the angst of these Mem- 
bers, whether they agreed with me or not, 
came through loud and clear. 

And so, I guess I shared the emotion. I 
want peace. I want to see a peaceful resolu- 
tion. And I could identify with those— 
whether they were on the side that was 
supporting of the administration or the 
other—with those who were really making 
fervent appeals for peace. But I think it was 
historic. I think it was conducted showing 
the best of the United States Congress at 
work. And I keep feeling that it was historic 


because what it did and how it endorsed 
the President’s action to fulfill this resolu- 
tion—when you go back and look at war 
and peace I think historians will say this is a 
very significant step. I am pleased that the 
Congress responded. I’m pleased that they 
have acted and therefore are a part of all of 
this. 

But I didn’t sense—you know, when you 
win a vote on something you work hard for, 
sometimes there’s a sense of exhilaration 
and joy, pleasure. I didn’t sense that at all 
here. I was grateful to the Members that 
took the lead in supporting the positions 
that I’m identified with. I could empathize 
with those who didn’t vote for us. So, I 
guess my emotion was somber itself. I 
didn’t watch the whole thing—I didn’t 
watch the whole debate. But what I saw I 
appreciated because there was very little 
personal rancor, assigning motives to the 
other person, or something of that nature. 
So, it was quite different than some of the 
debates that properly characterize the give- 
and-take of competitive politics. 


Soviet Military Intervention in Lithuania 


Q. Sir, the crackdown was still going on 
today in Lithuania. What is your answer to 
those who say you are putting the Lithuani- 
ans and the Baltics under Iraq because of 
the Persian Gulf? 

The President. 1 don’t think that’s true. 
I’ve had an opportunity to express myself 
directly to President Gorbachev on that. 
We had a statement on it. I have talked to 
him not just in this last phone call, but in 
others, and the Soviets know our position 
clearly. So, I don’t think that’s a fair charge 
at all. 

A couple more. I think I’ve been a little 
lengthy here and we didn’t get as many as 
we want. 

Q. How about the back of the room? 

The President. Not this time, Sarah [Sarah 
McClendon, McClendon News], not this 
time—okay? 

Persian Gulf Crisis 

Q. Mr. President, it must now be abso- 
lutely clear to Saddam Hussein, perhaps for 
the first time, that you’ve got the domestic 
and the international support you need to 
use force to drive him out of Kuwait. 
Wouldn’t this be a prudent time to give 
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him an avenue out of this mess, perhaps 
through something Perez de Cuellar could 
offer him today or tomorrow? 

The President. Well, let’s wait and see 
what Perez de Cuellar—how those talks go. 
I talked to him beforehand, and he is prop- 
erly, I would say, confined to operating 
within the U.N. resolutions. He must do 
that. We’re talking about the United Na- 
tions Security Council and, indeed, of the 
General Assembly—the will of the entire 
world against Saddam Hussein. But I’ve 
always felt, Gerry [Gerald Seib, Wall Street 
Journal], that the best way, the best way is 
to make Saddam Hussein understand that 
we have the will to do what the Congress I 
think has now suggested I should do, or can 
do. And secondly, that if force is used, 
Saddam Hussein simply cannot prevail. And 
my hope is that the mission of the Secre- 
tary-General, added to what the Congress 
has done here today, added to the many 
other initiatives taken by Arab League 
people or by EC people or—will convince 
him. 

So, if your question is, should we now 
compromise, give him something in order 
to do that which he should have done long 
ago, the answer is, absolutely not. 

I'm going to take two more here, and 
then I really do have to run. 

Q. Mr. President, let me follow Gerry’s 
question because the reports persist that 
the U.N. Secretary-General, when he meets 
with Saddam Hussein, will lay out steps 
beyond compliance with the resolutions to 
include a U.N. peacekeeping force, to in- 
clude an eventual Mideast peace confer- 
ence. Given the demand for absolute com- 
pliance, are those within the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s mandate to advance further steps? 

The President. What were the two? 

Q. Well, two of several that are out there 
are a U.N. peacekeeping force, also a time- 
table for your withdrawal, and then a Mid- 
east peace conference. 

The President. Well, my view is that a 
withdrawal to the status quo ante is not 
satisfactory and thus there will have to be a 
peacekeeping force of some kind. In other 
words, Saddam Hussein will not simply be 
able to go back to square one if he started 
that today. There would have to be further 
compliance with other resolutions and there 
would have to be a peacekeeping force. 
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Secondly, I have said I don’t want USS. 
ground forces to stay there a day longer 
than necessary. So, I am not troubled with 
that. 

On the other question, I simply want to 
see us avoid what is known as linkage. And 
I think the American people more clearly 
see now what I mean by linkage because 
they watched the ‘Aziz press conference 
where the whole question was shifting— 
trying to shift the onus away from the ag- 
gression and brutality against Kuwait and 
move it over and try to put the blame on 
Israel or try to shift the onus to the Pales- 
tinian question. 

So we have, along with the United Na- 
tions—other participants in the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council process, have avoided linkage. 
And so, I guess I’d say it depends how it is 
put forward. I, myself, at the United Na- 
tions when I presented the U.S. position this 
fall, spoke up against—eventually wanting 
to see this question solved. And, indeed, 
everyone knows that Jim Baker tried very 
hard to have us be catalytic in bringing that 
age-old question to solution. 

So, I just think whatever is done, it has to 
be done in a way to preserve the U.S. posi- 
tion that there be no linkage. 

Q. Would it be fair to extrapolate then 
that you have discussed these additional 
steps with Mr. Perez de Cuellar and en- 
dorsed them? 

The President. No—Charles [Charles 
Bierbauer, Cable News Network], I read 
before this meeting here with you all some 
five-point proposal, and I can tell you that 
was not discussed, and I’m not sure it is a 
proposal. In this complicated situation in 
which all countries that want to see peace 
come about, we hear a lot of things that 
eventually prove not to have been correct. 
And I don’t know of any five-point propos- 
al. And just to clear the record, Perez de 
Cuellar did not discuss with me any five- 
point proposal. 

This is the last one, Dan. 

Q. Mr. President, you have said on a 
number of occasions there is no secret di- 
plomacy, no backroom diplomacy, no side- 
door diplomacy. Are you prepared at this 
point, given the conversations you had yes- 
terday with Mr. Gorbachev and the meet- 
ings you had with the Soviet Ambassador, 
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that there is now still nothing else out there 
other than the Perez de Cuellar mission 
that might lead to a diplomatic solution to 
this? 

The President. Well, I'd say that is the 
main initiative out there right now, and the 
only one that I know of, although you hear 
rumors that others may go. President Gor- 
bachev may want to send somebody. The 
EC may decide after the Perez de Cuellar 
mission to send somebody. But I don’t know 
of that for a fact certain. And if Perez de 
Cuellar finds no flexibility and, indeed, is 
faced with the rhetoric that we heard 
coming out of Iraq as recently as a few 
hours ago, that I think will be a sign of—I’ll 
put it this way, a discouraging sign. And I 
think it will frustrate the understandably 
noble intentions of countries all around the 
world that would like to think that at the 
last minute this man would come to his 
senses. 

Q. If I could follow on that: If the Soviets 
or the EC or someone else decides they 
want to send someone to Baghdad after the 
Perez de Cuellar mission, does that in any 
way tie your hands in the use of military 
force after the 15th if these are bumping up 
against the 15th deadline or slightly there- 
after? 

The President. 1 would not leave the door 
open on slightly thereafter. I think we have 
sent out an advisory—certainly to American 
citizens, and I would enlarge that to every- 
body—that the 15th is a very real deadline. 
Your question, if I answer it, I want to be 
sure I don’t answer it in leaving the door 
open for any activity after midnight on Jan- 
uary 15th because that is what is called for 
under the U.N.—the U.N. resolutions set 
that date. And so, I don’t want to suggest 
that one last visit could take place after that 
and have the approval of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, which has stood sol- 
idly against that kind of—some would say 
flexibility, but I would say breach of the 
United Nations resojutions. 

So please, to anyone who might be listen- 
ing in countries around the world, let me 
simply say there is no flexibility on our part. 
And I sense none on the part of the other 
members of the coalition that is arrayed 
against Saddam Hussein; nor have I found 
any flexibility, and I’m glad about that, on 
the part of other members of the Security 


Council or other countries whose leaders I 
have spoken to. 


So, the coalition is together. The United 
Nations is strongly together. I think the 
vote in the United States Congress today 
shows that the United States position is 
strongly firmed up by what happened in 
Congress today and by what appears to be 
the will of the American people. And it’s in 
keeping with my will and how I feel about 
this. 


So, let us just pray that we will make the 
necessary contribution through the action 
that was taken today to bring this man to 
his senses, because it is a critical moment in 
history. And what the Congress did today 
was indeed historic. And I will conclude 
here by once again thanking them for 
coming to grips with the question, obviously 
thanking them for backing the position that 
is so strongly held by so many countries 
around the world. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 69th news conference 
began at 4:00 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Secretary of State James A. Baker III; Secre- 
tary of Defense Dick Cheney; Colin L. 
Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; and Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz of 
Iraq. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Letter to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq 


January 12, 1991 


We do not believe it is appropriate as a 
general matter to release diplomatic corre- 
spondence. However, the President’s letter 
to Saddam Hussein has now appeared in 
the news media. Stories containing large 
segments of the letter have appeared on 
major wire services. This published letter is 
not, however, the final letter as presented 
to Foreign Minister ‘Aziz. Therefore, we 
are today releasing the President’s actual 
letter to Saddam Hussein. 
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Mr. President: 


We stand today at the brink of war be- 
tween Iraq and the world. This is a war that 
began with your invasion of Kuwait; this is a 
war that can be ended only by Iraq’s full 
and unconditional compliance with UN Se- 
curity Council Resolution 678. 


I am writing you now, directly, because 
what is at stake demands that no opportuni- 
ty be lost to avoid what would be a certain 
calamity for the people of Iraq. I am writ- 
ing, as well, because it is said by some that 
you do not understand just how isolated 
Iraq is and what Iraq faces as a result. I am 
not in a position to judge whether this im- 
pression is correct; what I can do, though, is 
try in this letter to reinforce what Secretary 
of State Baker told your Foreign Minister 
and eliminate any uncertainty or ambiguity 
that might exist in your mind about where 
we stand and what we are prepared to do. 


The international community is united in 
its call for Iraq to leave all of Kuwait with- 
out condition and without further delay. 
This is not simply the policy of the United 
States; it is the position of the world com- 
munity as expressed in no less than twelve 
Security Council resolutions. 


We prefer a peaceful outcome. However, 
anything less than full compliance with UN 
Security Council Resolution 678 and _ its 
predecessors is unacceptable. There can be 
no reward for aggression. Nor will there be 
any negotiation. Principle cannot be com- 
promised. However, by its full compliance, 
Iraq will gain the opportunity to rejoin the 
international community. More immediate- 
ly, the Iraqi military establishment will 
escape destruction. But unless you with- 
draw from Kuwait completely and without 
condition, you will lose more than Kuwait. 
What is at issue here is not the future of 
Kuwait—it will be free, its government will 
be restored—but rather the future of Iraq. 
This choice is yours to make. 


The United States will not be separated 
from its coalition partners. Twelve Security 
Council resolutions, 28 countries providing 
military units to enforce them, more than 
one hundred governments complying with 
sanctions—all highlight the fact that it is not 
Iraq against the United States, but Iraq 
against the werld. That most Arab and 
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Muslim countries are arrayed against you as 
well should reinforce what I am saying. Iraq 
cannot and will not be able to hold on to 
Kuwait or exact a price for leaving. 


You may be tempted to find solace in the 
diversity of opinion that is American de- 
mocracy. You should resist any such temp- 
tation. Diversity ought not to be confused 
with division. Nor should you underesti- 
mate, as others have before you, America’s 
will. 


Iraq is already feeling the effects of the 
sanctions mandated by the United Nations. 
Should war come, it will be a far greater 
tragedy for you and your country. Let me 
state, too, that the United States will not 
tolerate the use of chemical or biological 
weapons or the destruction of Kuwait’s oil 
fields and installations. Further, you will be 
held directly responsible for terrorist ac- 
tions against any member of the coalition. 
The American people would demand the 
strongest possible response. You and your 
country will pay a terrible price if you 
order unconscionable acts of this sort. 

I write this letter not to threaten, but to 
inform. I do so with no sense of satisfaction, 
for the people of the United States have no 
quarrel with the people of Iraq. Mr. Presi- 
dent, UN Security Council Resolution 678 
establishes the period before January 15 of 
this year as a “pause of good will” so that 
this crisis may end without further violence. 
Whether this pause is used as intended, or 
merely becomes a prelude to further vio- 
lence, is in your hands, and yours alone. I 
hope you weigh your choice carefully and 
choose wisely, for much will depend upon 
it. 


George Bush 


His Excellency Saddam Hussein 
President of the Republic of Iraq 
Baghdad 


Note: Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz of Iraq 
refused to deliver the letter, which was 
dated January 5. 
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White House Statement on Mrs. Bush’s 
Condition Following a Sledding 
Accident at Camp David, Maryland 
January 13, 1991 


Mrs. Bush has been taken to Washington 
County Regional Hospital in Hagerstown, 
MD, following a minor accident while sled- 
ding at Camp David. The President and 
Mrs. Bush were sledding with grandchil- 
dren this morning when Mrs. Bush fell off 
her sled and into a tree. She was immedi- 
ately examined by White House Physician 
Dr. Lawrence Mohr. Dr. Mohr indicates she 
suffered minor lacerations and bruises but 
will be taken to the hospital for further ex- 
amination and possible x-rays of her legs. 
Dr. Mohr expects Mrs. Bush to return to 
Camp David soon after the examination. 
The accident occurred shortly after 10 
o'clock this morning following church serv- 
ices. The Bushes attended church services 
at Camp David with family and staff. 


Note: Mrs. Bush’s x-rays disclosed a nondis- 
placed fracture of the left leg. 


Remarks on Soviet Military 
Intervention in Lithuania and a 
Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters 


January 13, 1991 


The President. Well, I've been following 
the situation in Lithuania and the other 
Baltic States closely. The turn of events 
there is deeply disturbing. There is no justi- 
fication for the use of force against peaceful 
and democratically-elected governments. 
And the brave people and the leaders of 
the Baltic States have, indeed, acted with 
dignity and restraint. The thoughts and 
prayers of the people of the United States 
are with them, and particularly with the 
Lithuanian people who have experienced a 
great tragedy. 

For several years now, the Soviet Union 
has been on a course of democratic and 
peaceful change. And we’ve supported that 
effort and stated repeatedly how much we 
admire the Soviet leaders who chose that 
path. Indeed, change in the Soviet Union 


has helped to create a basis for unprece- 
dented cooperation and partnership be- 
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

The events that we’re witnessing now are 
completely inconsistent with that course. 
The progress of reform in the USSR has 
been an essential element in the improve- 
ment of U.S.-Soviet relations. Events like 
those now taking place in the Baltic States 
threaten to set back or perhaps even re- 
verse the process of reform which is so im- 
portant in the world and the development 
of the new international order. 

We condemn these acts, which could not 
help but affect our relationship. At this 
hour, the United States and the West will 
redouble our efforts to strengthen and en- 
courage peaceful change in the Soviet 
Union. Legitimacy is not built by force; it’s 
earned by the consensus of the people, by 
openness, and by the protection of basic 
human and political rights. So, I ask the 
Soviet leaders to refrain from further acts 
that might lead to more violence and loss of 
life. I urge the Soviet Government to 
return to a peaceful course of negotiations 
and dialog with the legitimate governments 
of the Baltic States. 

And I did have an opportunity when I 
talked to President Gorbachev not so many 
hours ago to encourage the peaceful change 
there and not the use of force. 


Soviet Military Intervention in Lithuania 


Q. Mr. President, was Gorbachev directly 
behind this military crackdown? Is there 
any reason to believe the military acted 
without complete presidential decree on 
this? 

The President. | cannot answer that ques- 
tion. I just don’t know the facts of-—— 

Q. Is there any official explanation for 
what happened in Lithuania? 

The President. Not an official explanation, 
but we have a good deal of information on 
it. 

Q. And what about the fallout here? Is 
the summit off at this point? 

The President. Well, I’ve just expressed 
this statement here, and I just expressed my 
sentiments in this statement I made, so I 
can’t go beyond that. 





Jan. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Q. Any consideration of export credit 
guarantees or any other—— 

The President. I'm just not going to go 
further than what I’ve said here. I’ve just 
laid it out, and people can interpret it any 
way they want. 

Q. Mr. President, if the crackdown con- 
tinues—— 

Q. How does it complicate the Persian 
Gulf situation? 

Q. Mr. President, if the crackdown con- 
tinues in the Baltics, wiil you go to Moscow 
on Febiuary 11th? 

The President. Well, 1 would simply— 
that’s too hypothetical. What I’m saying is I 
hope the crackdown will not continue. 

Q. Mr. President, did you get any reassur- 
ances from leader Gorbachev about wheth- 
er he will continue or halt the act, consider 
reassurances about what he will do next? 

The President. Well, I heard a statement 
I was just asking our Soviet experts about in 
here, where he was talking about curtailing 
the use of force. I hope that’s true, but I did 
not get direct affirmation from them. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, what do you hear, sir, 
about the results of the de Cuellar mission? 

The President. We have not had a direct 
report from Perez de Cuellar, and there is a 
report—is all I saw, as to what he said at the 
airport. But I have not had contact with 
him. He told me he would call me, so I 
expect to hear from him when he returns. 

Q. What effect, sir, do you think the 
Soviet actions—— 

The President. { can’t hear. John [John 
Cochran, NBC News], what 

Q. ——Mr. Gorbachev may now—{in- 
audible|—to Baghdad—— 

The President. Well, I don’t know. 

Q. Is that something Gorbachev had men- 
tioned 

The President. 1 don’t know what he’d 
do, and I know there was some thinking of 
that, but people are very concerned, obvi- 
ously—time drawing close. And I just don’t 
know how to answer that. I just don’t know 
what he plans to—— 

Q. ——has read a statement that they will 
keep Kuwait, will not withdraw. 

The President. It doesn’t surprise me, but 
they’re making a tremendous mistake. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that the 
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Soviet Union is striking out on Lithuania at 
this moment because they think our atten- 
tion and the attention of the world has 
been diverted by the Persian Gulf crisis? 

The President. No. 

Q. Are you concerned that by speaking 
out now that you may jeopardize your sup- 
port from Mr. Gorbachev in the Persian 
Gulf crisis? 

The President. No, 1 believe the Soviet 
support for the United Nations approach is 
solid and firm. And President Gorbachev 
told me that not so long ago—just when I 
had the last conversation. 

Q. Are you talking about the Friday 
phone call? Just to clarify—— 

The President. Yes, yes. 

Q. Mr. President, what is your message to 
the seemingly millions of Americans who 
have been contacting Congress and appar- 
ently contacting you, pleading with you not 
to go to war in the Gulf? 

The President. Well, | think that matter 
was resolved when the Congress acted yes- 
terday, and I’d tell them the same thing 
I’ve told the American people over and 
over again. 

Q. But to the American people, what is 
your response to the Americans who are 
asking you now not to go to war? 

The President. Well, I say we’ve got to do 
what we have to do. And the Congress has 
affirmed that position. And I think that is— 
you know, one of the arguments that some 
made is, well, please get Congress engaged; 
why are you not willing to go to Congress? 
We went to Congress; Congress, both 
Houses of the Congress, affirmed the poli- 
cies of this government. 


Soviet Military Intervention in Lithuania 


Q. Mr. President, you remonstrated with 
Gorbachev last week not to use force in the 
Baltics, and just yesterday Gorbachev said 
he was sending emissaries from his Federa- 
tion Council to mediate. A few hours later 
the tanks were rolling. Are you afraid that 
he has lost control in the Soviet Union? 

The President. Well, I am _ concerned 
about the internal affairs there—and he, 
himself, is very much concerned about that. 
But let’s hope that there will be a peace- 
ful—a return to peace, no more use of 
force, and that they can peacefully negoti- 
ate their differences. That’s what I hope for 
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I think that’s what President Gorbachev—I 
know that’s what he told me he wanted 
before, and I hope that still holds, and I 
hope that will obtain. But I am very much 
concerned about the loss of life there. 

Kathy [Kathy Lewis, Houston Chronicle], 
and then I’ve got to go inside. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan on trying 
to contact him directly? 

The President. 1 always have that option. 
Our phone lines are open, and I have no 
immediate plans of that, but I wouldn’t rule 
that out. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. What about Perez de Cuellar, sir? 

Q. How long do you give the Soviet 
Union before—— 

The President. 1m not setting time lines. 

Q. What’s topic A tonight at the NSC 
[National Security Council] meeting—the 
Gulf or the Lithuanian crisis? 

The President. More of the same. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, upon 
his return from Camp David, MD. In his 
remarks, he referred to Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar de la Guerra, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. 


Proclamation 6241—National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day, 1991 


January 11, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On January 21, the United States will ob- 
serve a Federal holiday honoring the birth 
of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. In his efforts to end legal segregation in 
America, Dr. King believed that achieving 
peace and goodwill among all peoples de- 
pends on obedience to the will of God and 
the affirmation of the sacredness of all 
human life. “Every man is somebody,” Dr. 
King said, “because he is a child of God.” 

It is this conviction—the recognition that 
all people are made in the image of their 
Creator—which guides our observance of 
National Sanctity of Human Life Day and 
our efforts to reaffirm in our Nation the 
sanctity of human life in all its stages. 


For more than two hundred years, Amer- 
ica has been the home of freedom. Our 
national commitment to fundamental 
human rights—the “unalienable Rights” of 
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi- 
ness”—was eloquently proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence and has been 
reaffirmed countless times in legislative 
halls; in a free and unfettered press; on bat- 
tlefields around the world; and, most impor- 
tant, in our hearts. 


Despite this deep national commitment, 
however, there have been times when reali- 
ties have not lived up to our ideals. The 
United States was once a land of slavery 
and racial segregation. For far too long, 
many persons with disabilities have not 
been able to participate fully in the main- 
stream of American life. And the preva- 
lence of abortion on demand in America 
calls into question our respect for the fun- 
damental right to life. 


The tragedy of abortion in America af- 
fects two persons, mother and child. While 
sincere persons may disagree, my position is 
that the lives of both must be cherished and 
protected. We must recognize the dignity 
and worth of every human being in our 
laws, as well as in our hearts. Abortion robs 
America of a portion of its future and 
denies preborn children the chance to 
grow, to contribute, and to enjoy a full life 
with all its challenges and opportunities. 


Scientific advances reinforce the belief 
that unborn children are persons, entitled 
to medical care and legal protection. We 
must turn from abortion to loving alterna- 
tives such as adoption. All levels of govern- 
ment and all sectors of society should pro- 
mote policies that encourage alternatives 
such as adoption and make adopting easier 
for families who want children and will give 
them loving homes, particularly children 
with special needs. 


Across America, many people are in- 
volved in efforts to protect unborn children 
and to assist pregnant women in need. 
Through their compassion, generosity, and 
hard work, they are helping to ensure that 
the value of every human life is never for- 
gotten. We hope and pray for the day when 
the principle of life’s sanctity will guide 
both private thought and public policy on 
this question throughout our Nation. 
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On this occasion we also recall with grati- 
tude and thanks to Almighty God the mil- 
lions of Americans whose work in many and 
various ways likewise upholds our funda- 
mental belief in the sanctity of human life. 
Members of the health professions and sci- 
entists work for cures to dread diseases and 
to alleviate the suffering of the ill and 
infirm. Parents, teachers, and community 
leaders work together towards ending the 
scourge of drugs. And volunteers through- 
out our Nation visit the sick, the elderly, 
and the lonely; care for the dying; help chil- 
dren in need; and bring joy to the lives of 
many of our fellow citizens. 

In affirming the sanctity of life, we real- 
ize the highest ideals of our country. We 
deny our very heritage when we do not. 
Today, mindful of our heritage and our con- 
victions, let us not only resolve to uphold 
the sanctity of human life but also work to 
promote policies that affirm our highest 
ideals as a Nation. All stages of human life 
are precious; all demand recognition of 
their sanctity. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, january 20, 
1991, as National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. I call on all Americans to reflect on 
the sanctity of human life in all its stages 
and to gather in homes and places of wor- 
ship to give thanks for the gift of life and to 
reaffirm our commitment to respect the life 
and the dignity of every human being. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of January, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 


and fifteenth. George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:45 p.m., January 14, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on January 14. 


Statement on Signing the Resolution 
Authorizing the Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq 


January 14, 1991 


Today I am signing HJ. Res. 77, the “Au- 
thorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution.” By passing HJ. 
Res. 77, the Congress of the United States 
has expressed its approval of the use of U.S. 
Armed Forces consistent with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 678. i asked the Con- 
gress to support implementation of U.N. Se- 
curity Council Resolution 678 because such 
action would send the clearest possible mes- 
sage to Saddam Hussein that he must with- 
draw from Kuwait without condition or 
delay. I am grateful to those of both politi- 
cal parties who joined in the expression of 
resolve embodied in this resolution. To all, I 
emphasize again my convictica that this 
resolution provides the best hope for peace. 


The debate on HJ. Res. 77 reflects the 
profound strength of our constitutional de- 
mocracy. In coming to grips with the issues 
at stake in the Gulf, both Houses of Con- 
gress acted in the finest traditions of our 
country. This resolution provides unmistak- 
able support for the international communi- 
ty’s determination that Iraq’s ongoing ag- 
gression against, and occupation of, Kuwait 
shall not stand. As I made clear to congres- 
sional leaders at the outset, my request for 
congressional support did not, and my sign- 
ing this resolution does not, constitute any 
change in the long-standing positions of the 
executive branch on either the President’s 
constitutional authority to use the Armed 
Forces to defend vital U.S. interests or the 
constitutionality of the War Powers Resolu- 
tion. I am pleased, however, that differ- 
ences on these issues between the President 
and many in the Congress have not pre- 
vented us from uniting in a common objec- 
tive. I have had the benefit of extensive and 
meaningful consultations with the Congress 
throughout this crisis, and I shall continue 
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to consult closely with the Congress in the 
days ahead. 


The White House, 
January 14, 1991. 


Note: HJ. Res. 77, approved January 14, 
was assigned Public Law No. 102-1. 


George Bush 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama of 
Japan 

January 14, 1991 


The President met with Foreign Minister 
Nakayama for approximately one-half hour 
this afternoon. The Foreign Minister pre- 
sented Prime Minister Kaifu’s greeting to 
the President and reaffirmed Japan’s com- 
mitment to the U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions calling for the complete, immediate, 
and unconditional withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait. The President noted that the coali- 
tion must remain steadfast and implement 
the U.N. resolutions. The President strongly 
urged Japan to provide the maximum coop- 
eration possible in the Gulf. 

The Foreign Minister noted that Japan, as 
an ally and good friend, would fully support 
the United States as the crisis continues to 
unfold. The Foreign Minister announced 
that Japan was assuming all of the start-up 
costs for the U.N. refugee program being 
put in place, on a contingency basis, in the 
Middle East. 

The President reaffirmed his intention to 
visit Japan as soon as circumstances permit. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Conditional Release of Military 
Aid to El Salvador 


January 15, 1991 


The President is sending a report to Con- 
gress on Salvadoran Government and 
FMLN guerrilla compliance with the terms 
set forth in the Fiscal Year 1991 Foreign 


Operations Appropriation Act. Today, the 
President determined that $42.5 million, 
the 50 percent of FY 1991 military aid for 
El Salvador that has been withheld under 
the law, may be released. The President’s 
decision was based on the FMLN’s violation 
of the conditions against “engaging in acts 
of violence directed at civilian targets” and 
acquiring or receiving “significant ship- 
ments of lethal military assistance from out- 
side El Salvador,” contained in Sections 531 
(D) and (E) of the Act. 

The President has decided to suspend de- 
livery of this aid for 60 days in the interest 
of promoting a peaceful settlement to El 
Salvador’s tragic conflict. Despite the 
FMLN’s intransigence in negotiating with 
the Government and its clear violation of 
standards which Congress has established, 
we must give the peace negotiations under 
U.N. mediation every possible chance to 
succeed. The end of the 60-day period will 
coincide with the elections in March for the 
Salvadoran National Assembly. If the FMLN 
takes a serious and constructive approach to 
the peace talks so that they result in a polit- 
ical settlement and a U.N.-supervised cease- 
fire within 60 days, these funds will not 
need to be released for the defense of El 
Salvador’s security. 

The United States is prepared to go the 
last mile for peace in El Salvador. We are 
not prepared to sacrifice the security of the 
elected government or of American citi- 
zens. The United States will monitor care- 
fully security conditions in El] Salvador, and 
the President may release military assist- 
ance sooner than 60 days in case of a com- 
pelling security need. 

The President would strongly prefer not 
to have to use these funds for military pur- 
poses, but rather, as the legislation permits, 
to help monitor a cease-fire and assist in 
demobilizing combatants and _ returning 
them to civilian life. An internationally veri- 
fied cease-fire would assist greatly in assur- 
ing the fullest possible participation in the 
election and allow us to use our assistance 
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to support a peace settlement and national 
reconstruction. The time for war in El Sal- 
vador is over; the time for a peace settle- 
ment is now. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report Pursuant to the 
Resolution Authorizing the Use of 
Force Against Iraq 


January 16, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to section 2(b) of the Authoriza- 
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
Resolution (H.J. Res. 77, Public Law 102-1), 
I have concluded that: 

1. the United States has used all appropri- 
ate diplomatic and other peaceful means to 
obtain compliance by Iraq with U.N. Securi- 
ty Council Resolutions 660, 661, 662, 664, 
665, 666, 667, 669, 670, 674, 677, and 678; 
and 

2. that those efforts have not been and 
would not be successful in obtaining such 
compliance. . 

Enclosed is a report that supports my de- 
cision. 

Sincerely, George Bush 
Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives; Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempo- 
re of the Senate; George J. Mitchell, Senate 
majority leader; Robert Dole, Senate Repub- 
lican leader; and Robert H. Michel, House 
Republican leader. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
- - Military Action in the Persian 
u 


January 16, 1991 


I have a statement by the President of 
the United States: 

The liberation of Kuwait has begun. In 
conjunction with the forces of our coalition 
partners, the United States has moved 
under the code name Operation Desert 
Storm to enforce the mandates of the 
United Nations Security Council. As of 7 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Operation 
Desert Storm forces were engaging targets 
in Kuwait and Iraq. 
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President Bush will address the Nation at 
9 p.m. tonight from the Oval Office. I'll try 
to get you more as soon as we can. Thank 
you very much. 


Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater read the 
statement to reporters at 7:08 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


Address to the Nation Announcing 
— Military Action in the Persian 
Gu 


January 16, 1991 


Just 2 hours ago, allied air forces began 
an attack on military targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait. These attacks continue as I speak. 
Ground forces are not engaged. 

This conflict started August 2¢ when the 
dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless 
neighbor. Kuwait—a member of the Arab 
League and a member of the United Na- 
tions—was crushed; its people, brutalized. 
Five months ago, Saddam Hussein started 
this cruel war against Kuwait. Tonight, the 
battle has been joined. 

This military action, taken in accord with 
United Nations resolutions and with the 
consent of the United States Congress, fol- 
lows months of constant and virtually end- 
less diplomatic activity on the part of the 
United Nations, the United States, and 
many, many other countries. Arab leaders 
sought what became known as an Arab so- 
lution, only to conclude that Saddam Hus- 
sein was unwilling to leave Kuwait. Others 
traveled to Baghdad in a variety of efforts 
to restore peace and justice. Our Secretary 
of State, James Baker, held an _ historic 
meeting in Geneva, only to be totally re- 
buffed. This past weekend, in a last-ditch 
effort, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations went to the Middle East with peace 
in his heart—his second such mission. And 
he came back from Baghdad with no 
progress at all in getting Saddam Hussein to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

Now the 28 countries with forces in the 
Gulf area have exhausted all reasonable ef- 
forts to reach a peaceful resolution—have 
no choice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait 
by force. We will not fail. 

As I report to you, air attacks are under- 
way against military targets in Iraq. We are 
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determined to knock out Saddam Hussein’s 
nuclear bomb potential. We will also de- 
stroy his chemical weapons facilities. Much 
of Saddam’s artillery and tanks will be de- 
stroyed. Our operations are designed to 
best protect the lives of all the coalition 
forces by targeting Saddam’s vast military 
arsenal. Initial reports from General 
Schwarzkopf are that our operations are 
proceeding according to plan. 

Our objectives are clear: Saddam Hus- 
sein’s forces will leave Kuwait. The legiti- 
mate government of Kuwait will be re- 
stored to its rightful place, and Kuwait will 
once again be free. Iraq will eventually 
comply with all relevant United Nations 
resolutions, and then, when peace is re- 
stored, it is our hope that Iraq will live as a 
peaceful and cooperative member of the 
family of nations, thus enhancing the securi- 
ty and stability of the Gulf. 

Some may ask: Why act now? Why not 
wait? The answer is clear: The world could 
wait no longer. Sanctions, though having 
some effect, showed no signs of accomplish- 
ing their objective. Sanctions were tried for 
well over 5 months, and we and our allies 
concluded that sanctions alone would not 
force Saddam from Kuwait. 

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein 
systematically raped, pillaged, and plun- 
dered a tiny nation, no threat to his own. 
He subjected the people of Kuwait to un- 
speakable atrocities—and among _ those 
maimed and murdered, innocent children. 

While the world waited, Saddam sought 
to add to the chemical weapons arsenal he 
now possesses, an infinitely more dangerous 
weapon of mass destruction—a nuclear 
weapon. And while the world waited, while 
the world talked peace and withdrawal, 
Saddam Hussein dug in and moved massive 
forces into Kuwait. 

While the world waited, while Saddam 
stalled, more damage was being done to the 
fragile economies of the Third World, 
emerging democracies of Eastern Europe, 
to the entire world, including to our own 
economy. 

The United States, together with the 
United Nations, exhausted every means at 
our disposal to bring this crisis to a peaceful 
end. However, Saddam clearly felt that by 
stalling and threatening and defying the 


United Nations, he could weaken the forces 
arrayed against him. 

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein 
met every overture of peace with open con- 
tempt. While the world prayed for peace, 
Saddam prepared for war. 

I had hoped that when the United States 
Congress, in historic debate, took its reso- 
lute action, Saddam would realize he could 
not prevail and would move out of Kuwait 
in accord with the United Nation resolu- 
tions. He did not do that. Instead, he re- 
mained intransigent, certain that time was 
on his side. 

Saddam was warned over and over again 
to comply with the will of the United Na- 
tions: Leave Kuwait, or be driven out. 
Saddam has arrogantly rejected all warn- 
ings. Instead, he tried to make this a dis- 
pute between Iraq and the United States of 
America. 

Well, he failed. Tonight, 28 nations— 
countries from 5 continents, Europe and 
Asia, Africa, and the Arab League—have 
forces in the Gulf area standing shoulder to 
shoulder against Saddam Hussein. These 
countries had hoped the use of force could 
be avoided. Regrettably, we now believe 
that only force will make him leave. 

Prior to ordering our forces into battle, I 
instructed our military commanders to take 
every necessary step to prevail as quickly as 
possible, and with the greatest degree of 
protection possible for American and allied 
service men and womeiu. I’ve told the 
American people before that this will not 
be another Vietnam, and I repeat this here 
tonight. Our troops will have the best possi- 
ble support in the entire world, and they 
will not be asked to fight with one hand 
tied behind their back. I’m hopeful that this 
fighting will not go on for long and that 
casualties will be held to an absolute mini- 
mum. 

This is an historic moment. We have in 
this past year made great progress in 
ending the long era of conflict and cold 
war. We have before us the opportunity to 
forge for ourselves and for future genera- 
tions a new world order—a world where 
the rule of law, not the law of the jungle, 
governs the conduct of nations. When we 
are successful—and we will be—we have a 
real chance at this new world order, an 
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order in which a credible United Nations 
can use its peacekeeping role to fulfill the 
promise and vision of the U.N.’s founders. 

We have no argument with the people of 
Iraq. Indeed, for the innocents caught in 
this conflict, I pray for their safety. Our goal 
is not the conquest of Iraq. It is the libera- 
tion of Kuwait. It is my hope that somehow 
the Iraqi people can, even now, convince 
their dictator that he must lay down his 
arms, leave Kuwait and let Iraq itself rejoin 
the family of peace-loving nations. 

Thomas Paine wrote many years ago: 
“These are the times that try men’s souls.” 
Those well-known words are so very true 
today. But even as planes of the multina- 
tional forces attack Iraq, I prefer to think of 
peace, not war. I am convinced not only 
that we will prevail but that out of the 
horror of combat will come the recognition 
that no nation can stand against a world 
united. No nation will be permitted to bru- 
tally assault its neighbor. 

No president can easily commit our sons 
and daughters to war. They are the Nation’s 
finest. Ours is an all-volunteer force, mag- 
nificently trained, highly motivated. The 
troops know why they’re there. And listen 
to what they say, for they’ve said it better 
than any President or Prime Minister ever 
could. 

Listen to Hollywood Huddleston, Marine 
lance corporal. He says, “Let’s free these 
people, so we can go home and be free 
again.” And he’s right. The terrible crimes 
and tortures committed by Saddam’s hench- 
men against the innocent people of Kuwait 
are an affront to mankind and a challenge 
to the freedom of all. 

Listen to one of our great officers out 
there, Marine Lieutenant General Walter 
Boomer. He said: “There are things worth 
fighting for. A world in which brutality and 
lawlessness are allowed to go unchecked 
isn’t the kind of world we’re going to want 
to live in.” 

Listen to Master Sergeant J.P. Kendall of 
the 82d Airborne: “We’re here for more 
than just the price of a gallon of gas. What 
we're doing is going to chart the future of 
the world for the next 100 years. It’s better 
to deal with this guy now than 5 years from 
now. 

And finally, we should all sit up and listen 
to Jackie Jones, an Army lieutenant, when 
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she says, “If we let him get away with this, 
who knows what’s going to be next?” 

I have called upon Hollywood and Walter 
and J.P. and Jackie and all their courageous 
comrades-in-arms to do what must be done. 
Tonight, America and the world are deeply 
grateful to them and to their families. And 
let me say to everyone listening or watch- 
ing tonight: When the troops we’ve sent in 
finish their work, I am determined to bring 
them home as soon as possible. 

Tonight, as our forces fight, they and 
their families are in our prayers. May God 
bless each and every one of them, and the 
coalition forces at our side in the Gulf, and 
may He continue to bless our nation, the 
United States of America. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 9:01 p.m. 
from the Ova! Office at the White House. 
In his address, he referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq and Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. The address 
was broadcast live on nationwide radio and 
television. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 


January 16, 1991 


The President tonight authorized Secre- 
tary of Energy James D. Watkins, pursuant 
to the terms of the Energy Policy and Con- 
servation Act, to draw down and distribute 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at 
such a rate as the Secretary may determine. 

The authorization to draw down the SPR 
is in conformance with the emergency re- 
sponse plan agreed to in the International 
Energy Agency (IEA) on January 11, 1991. 
The IEA plan provides that, in anticipation 
of any possible temporary shortfall in oil 
supplies in the event of hostilities in the 
Persian Gulf, 2.5 million barrels of oil per 
day be made available by member coun- 
tries. The U.S. contribution to meeting the 
IEA commitment is 1.125 million barrels 
per day. 

The President made a finding that events 
in the Persian Gulf have resulted in a po- 
tential national energy supply shortage con- 
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stituting a “severe energy supply interrup- 
tion,” as defined in section 3(8) of the 
Energy Policy and Conservation Act. The 
President’s action was a_ precautionary 
measure, taken in concert with our IEA 
partners, designed to promote stability in 
world oil markets. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


January 17, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, based on what you’ve 
been told this morning, what are your 
thoughts at this point on how severely the 
Iraqis have been damaged, how long this 
may last, and at what cost? 

The President. Well, again, I don’t want 
to go into questions here because of the 
moment. I will say that was covered very 
well by Secretary Cheney and Colin Powell. 
And the way we’re going to handle this is, I 
will not be commenting on the ups and 
downs—and there will be some downs—or 
the trauma of the moment—there’s a lot of 
trauma of the moment. But I think it is fair 
to say—and I will be repeating this to the 
leaders here—that we are pleased with the 
way things have gone so far. We’re deter- 
mined to finish what we’ve set out to do. 
But I just think for procedural reasons, I’d 
like you all to know that I’m not going to 
be trying to do briefings from the White 
House on the details of the operations over 
there. I have full confidence in our Secre- 
tary of Defense and in our able Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs and, of course, in our 
general, General Schwarzkopf. 

So, for the future, though I'll be in touch 
with the American people, I think it’s 
better to leave the details of the operations 
to the briefings over there. And, of course, 
I'll be available for questions from time to 
time. But when we don’t have all the infor- 
mation, I just weuld hate to risk misleading 
the American people. 

Having said that, I think all of us are very 
pleased that so far the operation is going 
forward with great success. And we keep 
praying that the loss of life will be held at 
an absolute minimum. And I feel so strong- 
ly about our troops over there. Certainly I 


feel that way about them, and I feel that 
way about the innocents who might get 
caught up in this conflict. So, I think it’s fair 
to say there’s a lot of prayer going on both 
here and on Capitol Hill and across this 
whole country. And it will be that way until 
this is concluded. 

Q. Mr. President, Saddam Hussein says he 
won't be crushed. 

The President. 1 won't take others right 
now. Thank you. 

Q. Are you concerned this early talk of 
success might lead to unwarranted opti- 
mism on some people’s part? 

The President. No, ’'m not concerned. 
There is no unwarranted optimism, and 
there will be none. And I would refer you 
to the briefing of the Secretary of Defense 
and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House, prior 
to a meeting with congressional leaders. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Gen. 
H. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


January 17, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, will you insist on an 
unconditional surrender by Saddam? 

Q. Has it reached that point, sir, that sur- 
render is the answer? 

The President. | tried very hard last night 
to spell out our objectives, and I think it’s 
very clear. And the United Nations spelled 
them out, and they remain the same. He 
can call it anything he wants, interpret any 
way he wants, but we are going to prevail. I 
don’t want to get caught up in some seman- 
tics about all of this. He’s got to get out of 
Kuwait. And he’s got to do it with no con- 
cessions or no condition. That was deter- 
mined long ago when he failed to comply 
with the U.N. resolutions. And now, in 
keeping with those, we are using force, and 
we're not going to stop until he fully com- 
plies with the resolutions. 
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So, let’s not worry about what we call it. 
Let’s worry about—call it, if you want to 
make it clear, full compliance,with the U.N. 
resolutions, full compliance with the objec- 
tives of the coalition forces. 


Q. What do you think of his response so 
far? 


The President. 1 think our people are 
doing very well. 


Note: The exchange began at 3:13 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, President Bush referred to 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange. 


Nomination of Carol T. Crawford To 
Be a Member of the United States 
International Trade Commission 


January 17, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Carol T. Crawford, of Vir- 
ginia, to be a member of the United States 
International Trade Commission for the 
term expiring June 16, 1999. She would suc- 
ceed Alfred E. Eckes, Jr. 


Ms. Crawford has served as Assistant At- 
torney General at the Department of Jus- 
tice in Washington, DC, 1989-1990. Prior 
to this Ms. Crawford served as Associate Di- 
rector for Economics and Government at 
the Office of Management and Budget at 
the White House, 1985-1989. She was Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Consumer Protec- 
tion for the Federal Trade Commission, 
1983-1985, and Executive Assistant to the 
Chairman, 1981-1983. 


Ms. Crawford graduated from Mount Hol- 
yoke College (B.A., 1965) and American 
University (J.D., 1978). She was born De- 
cember 25, 1943, in Mount Holly, NJ. Ms. 
Crawford is married, has three children, 
and resides in McLean, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
Confirming Iraqi Missile Attacks on 
Israel and Saudi Arabia 


January 17, 1991 


The Department of Defense has con- 
firmed the firing of missiles from Iraq into 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. Damage assess- 
ments are being made. 


President Bush was informed of this 
action by NSC [National Security Council] 
adviser Brent Scowcroft earlier _ this 
evening. The President has also discussed 
this matter with Secretary of State Baker 
and Secretary of Defense Cheney. The 
President is outraged at, and condemns, this 
further aggression by Iraq. 


Coalition forces in the Gulf are attacking 
missile sites and other targets in Iraq. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Response to Iraqi 
Missile Attacks on Israel 


January 17, 1991 


The United States has been in touch with 
the Government of Israel to express its out- 
rage over the missile attacks by Iraq. Secre- 
tary Baker discussed the matter with Prime 
Minister Shamir by telephone from the 
White House tonight. The Secretary assured 
the Prime Minister that the United States is 
continuing its efforts to eliminate this 
threat. 


The United States expects to remain in 
close consultation with Israel on this issue. 
The U.S. has also been in contact with its 
coalition partners. 


The President has been kept informed of 
these developments and remains in the Res- 
idence. 


Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater read this 
statement to reporters at 11:15 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 
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The President’s News Conference on 
the Persian Gulf Conflict 


January 18, 1991 


The President. 1 have a few opening re- 
marks, and then be glad to take a few ques- 
tions. 

We're now some 37 hours into Operation 
Desert Storm and the liberation of Kuwait, 
and so far, so good. U.S. and coalition mili- 
tary forces have performed bravely, profes- 
sionally, and effectively. It is important, 
however, to keep in mind two things: First, 
this effort will take some time. Saddam 
Hussein has devoted nearly all of Iraq’s re- 
sources for a decade to building up this 
powerful military machine. We can’t expect 
to overcome it overnight—especially as we 
want to minimize casualties to the U.S. and 
coalition forces and to minimize any harm 
done to innocent civilians. 

Second, we must be realistic. There will 
be losses. There will be obstacles along the 
way. War is never cheap or easy. And I said 
this only because I am somewhat concerned 
about the initial euphoria in some of the 
reports and reactions to the first day’s de- 
velopments. No one should doubt or ques- 
tion the ultimate success, because we will 
prevail. But I don’t want to see us get 
overly euphoric about all of this. 

Our goals have not changed. What we 
seek is the same as what the international 
community seeks—namely, Iraq’s complete 
and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait 
and then full compliance with the Security 
Council resolutions. 

I also want to say how outraged I am by 
Iraq’s latest act of aggression—in this case, 
against Israel. Once again, we see that no 
neighbor of Iraq is safe. I want to state here 
publicly how much I appreciated Israel’s re- 
straint from the outset, really from the very 
beginning of this crisis. Prime Minister 
Shamir and his government have shown 
great understanding for the interests of the 
United States and the interests of others 
involved in this coalition. 

Close consultations with Israel are con- 
tinuing. So, too, are close consultations with 
our coalition partners. Just a few minutes 
ago I spoke to Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney of Canada. And in that vein, I also 
had a long and good conversation this 
morning with Soviet President Gorbachev 


in which we thoroughly reviewed the situa- 
tion in the Gulf. And, of course, I took the 
opportunity from that call to express again 
my concern, my deep concern, over the 
Baltics and the need to ensure that there is 
a peaceful resolution to the situation there. 

Let me close here by saying how much 
we appreciate what our fighting men and 
women are doing. This country is united. 
Yes, there’s some protest, but this country is 
fundamentally united. And I want that mes- 
sage to go out to every kid that is over 
there serving this country. 

I saw in the paper a comment by one 
who worried—from seeing demonstrations 
here and there in this country on televi- 
sion—that that expressed the will of the 
country. So, to those troops over there, let 
me just take this opportunity to say your 
country is supporting you—the Congress 
overwhelmingly endorsed that. Let there 
be no doubt in the minds of any of you: You 
have the full and unified support of the 
United States of America. So, I salute them. 
They deserve our full support, and they are 
our finest. 

And now I'd be glad to take a few ques- 
tions. 

Q. Mr. President, has the United States 
asked Israel not to retaliate against Iraq for 
its attack, what commitments has the 
United States received in these consulta- 
tions that we’ve had with Israel, and how 
long do you think Israel can stay on the 
sidelines if these attacks continue? 

The President. These questions, questions 
of what we’re talking to Israel about right 
now, I’m going to keep confidential. No 
question that Israel’s Scud—the attack on 
Israel was purely an act of terror. It had 
absolutely no military significance at all. 
And it was an attack that is symptomatic of 
the kind of leader that the world is now 
confronting in Saddam Hussein and that, 
again, I repeat, the man that will be defeat- 
ed here. 

But Israel has shown great restraint, and 
I’ve said that. I think we can all understand 
that they have their own problems that 
come from this. But I don’t want to go fur- 
ther into it because we are right in the 
midst of consultations with Israel. I think 
they, like us, do not want to see this war 
widened out, and yet they are determined 
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to protect their own population centers. 
And I can tell you that our defense people 
are in touch with our commanders to be 
sure that we are doing the utmost we can 
to suppress any of these missile sites that 
might wreak havoc not just on Israel but on 
other countries that are not involved in this 
fighting. So, I’m going to leave it there, and 
I am confident that this matter can be re- 
solved. 

Q. Are you worried that it could change 
the course of the war? 

The President. 1 think that we ought to 
guard against anything that can change the 
course of the war. So, I think everybody 
realizes what Saddam Hussein was trying to 
do—to change the course of the war, to 
weaken the coalition. And he’s going to fail. 
I want to say when the Soviet Union made 
such a strong statement, that was very reas- 
suring. We are in close touch with our coali- 
tion partners, and this coalition is not going 
to fall apart. I’m convinced of that. 

Q. Mr. President, 2 days ago you 
launched a war, and war is inherently a 
two-way street. Why should you be sur- 
prised or outraged when there is an act of 
retaliation? 

The President. Against a country that’s 
innocent and is not involved in it—that’s 
what I’m saying. Israel is not a participant. 
Israel is not a combatant. And this man has 
elected to launch a terroristic attack against 
the population centers in Israel with no 
military design whatsoever. And that’s why. 
And it is an outrage, and the whole world 
knows it, and most of the countries in the 
world are speaking out against it. There can 
be no—no—consideration of this in any- 
thing other than condemnation. 

Q. Why is it that any move for peace is 
considered an end run at the White House 
these days? 

The President. Well, you obviously—what 
was the question? 

Q. That 

The President. End run? 

Q. Yes, that is considered an end run— 
that people who still want to find a peaceful 
solution seem to be running into a brick 
wall. 

The President. Oh, excuse me. The world 
is united, I think, in seeing that these 
United Nations resolutions are fulfilled. Ev- 
erybody would like to find a way to end the 


56 


fighting. But it’s not going to end until 
there is total cooperation with and fulfill- 
ment of these U.N. resolutions. This man is 
not going to pull a victory off by trying to 
wage terrorist attacks against a country that 
is not a participant in all of this, and I’m 
talking about Israel. 

And so, I think everyone would like to 
see it end, but it isn’t going to end short of 
the total fulfillment of our objectives. 

Q. Mr. President, you gave assurances on 
this platform a few weeks ago—reiterated 
here today—that the coalition would with- 
stand an attempt to engage Israel, or per- 
haps even Israel’s retaliation against an 
attack. Can you give us some better idea 
today, sir, of what the basis for your assur- 
ance is on that point? 

The President. Well, a lot of diplomacy 
has gone on behind the scenes in this 
regard, and I feel very confident about 
what I’ve said. 

Q. If I could follow up, sir, a particularly 
touchy situation obviously exists with regard 
to Jordan, whose position in the neighbor- 
hood is particularly sensitive, sir. Can you 
update us on any understandings that may 
exist, any diplomatic initiatives that may be 
ongoing to assure the Jordanians or to con- 
vince them to take no action, or about what 
would happen if they did? 

The President. Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News], I don’t think there are any under- 
standings on that with Jordan at this point, 
and so I can’t elaborate on that. 

Q. Mr. President, there was some indica- 
tion last night—I appreciate you not want- 
ing to tell us what is going on right now— 
but last night it appeared that Israeli planes 
got off the ground and headed toward Iraq. 
Did this government stop an Israeli retalia- 
tion that was underway? 

The President. No. 

Q. Secondly, are we trying to kill Saddam 
Hussein? We have blown out several build- 
ings where he could have been last night-— 
yesterday. 

The President. We’re not targeting any 
individual. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any mes- 
sage of reassurance to the people of Israel 
that the restraint being shown by their gov- 
ernment doesn’t place them in risk? 
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The President. 1 think that they know of 
our determination to safeguard them fol- 
lowing this attack—or prior to this attack. 
And we are going to be redoubling our ef- 
forts in the darnedest search-and-destroy 
effort that has ever been undertaken out in 
that area. And I hope that that is very reas- 
suring to the citizens of Israel. 

Q. Mr. President, are you trying to cau- 
tion against overconfidence with your state- 
ment in—by concern that Saddam Hussein 
may have a lot more staying power than 
was originally thought, or is it based on a 
upcoming land warfare that is apt to be 
protiacted? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think there is 
any conclusion that he has a lot more stay- 
ing power than anybody thought. But what 
I am cautioning against is a mood of eupho- 
ria that existed around here yesterday be- 
cause things went very, very well—from a 
military standpoint, exceptionally well. This 
was received all around the world with joy, 
but I just would caution again that it isn’t 
going to be that easy all the time. But we 
have not changed our assessment as to how 
difficult the task ahead is. 

Q. Sir, you said the Israelis have shown 
restraint. Are you confident that they will 
show restraint? 

The President. Well, we are working on 
that, and I am very hopeful that they will. 
They’ve been most cooperative. Secretary 
Baker talked to Prime Minister Shamir last 
night. I'll probably be on the phone with 
him in not so many mintues from now, and 
I could answer the question better after 
that. But I think they realize the complexity 
of this situation; we certainly do. But what- 
ever happens, I’m convinced that this coali- 
tion will hold together. 

Q. Sir, will you be able to tell Prime Min- 
ister Shamir with any confidence that you 
have knocked out these missile sites? 

The President. Well, the problem, John 
[John Cochran, NBC News], on that is we 
can tell him with confidence what we’ve 
done in terms of some of the missile sites 
but not all, because you’re dealing with 
mobile missiles that can be hidden. 

I'm getting a little off of my turf here 
because I’ve vowed to permit the Defense 
Department to respond to these military 
questions. But I think that one is rather 
clear—that when you can hide a mobile 


missile the way they’ve done, it’s awfully 
hard to certify that all of them have been 
taken care of. 

Q. Mr. President, granted you say that 
there are some rough days ahead. But 
there’s also been a considerable amount of 
discussion as to the relatively unexpectedly 
low rate of response on the part of the 
Iraqis—you’ve had some briefings on this. 
What are your thoughts? What do you think 
explains this? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. But 
my thoughts are that as each hour goes by, 
they’re going to be relatively less able to 
respond. And I say that with no bravado. I 
just simply say that because that’s what’s 
happening over there. 

So, he may well have been holding his 
mobile missiles back, for example—wheel- 
ing them out there when he thinks they 
will be undetected and then firing a few of 
these missiles into the heart of downtown 
Haifa to try to make some political state- 
ment. But there may be some more of that 
ahead for—maybe aimed at other countries. 
Who knows? But in terms of his ability to 
respond militarily, I can guarantee the 
world that, as every hour goes by, he is 
going to be less able to respond, less able to 
stand up against the entire world—the 
world opinion as expressed in these United 
Nations resolutions. 

Q. Mr. President, if I may follow: Do you 
have any hard intelligence information that 
would indicate to you that there is indeed 
still a live chemical weapons threat from 
Saddam Hussein? 

The President. 1'd have to refer that to 
the—well, I would expect there is a threat 
because chemical weapons have been dis- 
persed. He’s used them on his own people. 
And that’s something that our troops have 
been warned against, the people of Israel 
have been warned against, obviously, and 
others in the area have been warned 
against. So I can’t say that every chemical 
weapon has been destroyed. But I think I 
said the other night in the speech from— 
comments from the Oval Office there that 
his ability to make chemical weapons will 
not exist. I can’t tell you exactly where that 
stands, but I would refer you to the Penta- 
gon. 

Mr. Fitzwater. Final question, Please. 
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The President. This is the last one? 

Q. No. No. 

Q. Awww. 

The President. It’s the new me. I’m going 
to do exactly what Marlin says on this 
regard. 

Q. This is the first time there’s been sus- 
tained comment between American soldiers 
and Arab forces. There’s been an enormous 
amount of concern about what the reaction 
of the Arab world would be. Now that the 
war is underway, how concerned are you 
about that problem? Is there anything that 
could be done by you to minimize the 
damage to the links between Arab countries 
and the United States? 

The President. You're not talking about 
in—this in relationship to the attack on 
Israel. 

Q. More in terms of the Arab matter—— 

The President. Gerry [Gerald Seib, Wall 
Street Journal], you see, I’ve never believed 
that the Arabs would oppose what’s going 
on right now. I believe when you see the 
Arab League and Egypt itself—which I 
guess is the largest in population of Arab 
countries—strongly supporting what we’re 
doing, that this idea that all Arabs—the idea 
that he tried to sell—Saddam did—that 
Arabs versus America is phony, it’s a phony 
argument. 

There are Arab forces in the air probably 
right now—Kuwaiti or Saudi forces. There 
is a strong Arab element in this coalition. 
There are many countries in the Arab 
League that are opposed to Saddam Hus- 
sein and have long felt that he was the 
bully of the neighborhood. And it is about 
time that his aggression come to heel. And 
so I don’t worry about it, long run. I do 
think when this is over we will have some 
very sophisticated diplomacy to do. But I 
believe at this point that most people in the 
Arab world understand and approve of 
what the United Nations tried to do and is 
trying to do now. So it doesn’t concern me. 

Now, there are some elements that, clear- 
ly, you might say, are on the other side. 
And that would worry me in a sense, but it 
worries me for the future, not so much for 
the present. I think when all this is over, we 
want to be the healers. We want to do what 
we can to facilitate what I might optimisti- 
cally call a new world order. 
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But that new world order should have a 
conciliatory component to it. It should say 
to those countries that are on the other side 
at this juncture—and there aren’t many of 
them—look, you’re part of this new world 
order. You’re part of this. You can play an 
important part in seeing that the world can 
live at peace in the Middle East and else- 
where. So, there are some that oppose us. 
There are some of the more radical ele- 
ments that will always oppose the West and 
the United States. 

But there are countries involved there 
that may have leaned—tilted, to use an old 
diplomatic expression, towards Saddam 
Hussein and towards Iraq that will clearly 
be in the forefront of this new world order. 
I am not going to write off Jordan. We’ve 
had a long-standing relationship with King 
Hussein, but he’s in a very difficult position 
there. I have had some differences with 
him, but they’ve been respectful, but I 
would like to see him be more publicly un- 
derstanding of what it is the United Nations 
is trying to do here and the United States 
role. We’re not going to suggest that 
Jordan, because they’ve taken this position, 
can’t continue to be a tremendously impor- 
tant country in this new world order. 

So, I don’t accept the premise that 
Saddam Hussein tried to sell the world that 
it was the Arabs against the United States. 
There is overwhelming evidence to show 
that he is wrong. What he was trying to do, 
obviously, is divert world attention away 
from the brutal aggression against Kuwait. 
You heard it in the ‘Aziz press conference. I 
mean, if there ever was evidence as to what 
I’m saying, it was the way he conducted 
himself in that press conference. 

So, so far, Gerry, I think there has been 
understanding as to why we’re doing what 
we are doing. And I'd like to think respect 
for the coalition because I think they see, as 
I do—the Arab world—that out of this 
there’s a chance for a lasting peace. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: President Bush’s 70th news confer- 
ence began at 12:03 p.m. in the Briefing 
Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
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and Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz of Iraq. 
Marlin Fitzwater is Press Secretary to the 
President. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


January 18, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

On January 16, 1991, I made available to 
you, consistent with section 2(b) of the Au- 
thorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution (HJ. Res. 77, Public 
Law 102-1), my determination that appro- 
priate diplomatic and other peaceful means 
had not and would not compel Iraq to with- 
draw unconditionally from Kuwait and 
meet the other requirements of the U.N. 
Security Council and the world community. 
With great reluctance, I concluded, as did 
the other coalition leaders, that only the use 
of armed force would achieve an Iraqi with- 
drawal together with the other U.N. goals 
of restoring Kuwait’s legitimate govern- 
ment, protecting the lives of our citizens, 
and reestablishing security and stability in 
the Persian Gulf region. Consistent with the 
War Powers Resolution, I now inform you 
that pursuant to my authority as Command- 
er in Chief, I directed U.S. Armed Forces to 
commence combat operations on January 
16, 1991, against Iraqi forces and military 
targets in Iraq and Kuwait. The Armed 
Forces of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United 
Kingdom, France, Italy, and Canada are 
participating as well. 

Military actions are being conducted with 
great intensity. They have been carefully 
planned to accomplish our goals with the 
minimum loss of life among coalition mili- 
tary forces and the civilian inhabitants of 
the area. Initial reports indicate that our 
forces have performed magnificently. Nev- 
ertheless, it is impossible to know at this 
time either the duration of active combat 
operations or the scope or duration of the 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces necessary 
fully to accomplish our goals. 

The operations of U.S. and other coalition 
forces are contemplated by the resolutions 
of the U.N. Security Council, as well as HJ. 
Res. 77, adopted by Congress on January 
12, 1991. They are designed to ensure that 


the mandates of the United Nations and the 
common goals of our coalition partners are 
achieved and the safety of our citizens and 
forces is ensured. 

As our united efforts in pursuit of peace, 
stability, and security in the Gulf region 
continue, I look forward to our continued 
consultation and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives; Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempo- 
re of the Senate; George J. Mitchell, Senate 
majority leader; Robert Dole, Senate Repub- 
lican leader; and Robert H. Michel, House 
Republican leader. 


Executive Order 12743—Ordering the 
Ready Reserve of the Armed Forces to 
Active Duty 


January 18, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3 of the 
United States Code; in furtherance of Exec- 
utive Order No. 12722, dated August 2, 
1990, which declared a national emergency 
to address the threat to the national securi- 
ty and foreign policy of the United States 
posed by the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq; 
and, in accordance with the requirements 
contained in section 301 of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, I hereby 
order as follows: 

Section 1. To provide additional authority 
to the Department of Defense and the De- 
partment of Transportation to respond to 
the continuing threat posed by Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait, the authority under section 
673 of title 10, United States Code, to order 
any unit, and any member not assigned to a 
unit organized to serve as a unit, in the 
Ready Reserve to active duty (other than 
for training) for not more than 24 consecu- 
tive months, is invoked and made available, 
according to its terms, to the Secretary con- 
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cerned, subject, in the case of the Secretar- 
ies of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, to the 
direction of the Secretary of Defense. The 
term “Secretary concerned” is defined in 
section 101(8) of title 10, United States 
Code, to mean the Secretary of the Army 
with respect to the Army; the Secretary of 
the Navy with respect to the Navy, the 
Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard when it 
is operating as a service in the Navy; the 
Secretary of the Air Force with respect to 
the Air Force; and, the Secretary of Trans- 
portation with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the 
Navy. 

Sec. 2. To allow for the orderly adminis- 
tration of personnel within the armed 
forces, the authority vested in the President 
by section 527 of title 10, United States 
Code, to suspend the operation of sections 
523-526 of title 10, United States Code, re- 
garding officer strength and officer distribu- 
tion in grade, is invoked to the full extent 
provided by the terms thereof. 

Sec. 3. To allow for the orderly adminis- 
tration of personnel within the armed 
forces, the authority vested in the President 
by section 644 of title 10, United States 
Code, to suspend the operation of any pro- 
vision of law relating to the promotion, in- 
voluntary retirement, or separation of com- 
missioned officers of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, or Marine Corps, is invoked to the 
full extent provided by the terms thereof. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of Defense is hereby 
designated and empowered, without the ap- 
proval, ratification, or other action by the 
President, to exercise the authority vested 
in the President by sections 527 and 644 of 
title 10, United States Code, as invoked by 
sections 2 and 3 of this order, to suspend 
the operation of certain provisions of law. 

Sec. 5. The authorities delegated by sec- 
tions 1 and 4 of this order may be redele- 
gated and further subdelegated to civilian 
subordinates who are appointed to their of- 
fices by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 6. This order is intended to improve 
the internal management of the executive 
branch, and is not intended to create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, 
enforceable at law by a party against the 
United States, its agencies, its officers, or 
any person. 
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Sec. 7. This order is effective immediate- 
ly, and shall be transmitted to the Congress 
and published in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
January 18, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:59 a.m., January 22, 1991.] 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Activation of the Ready Reserve 


January 18, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I have today, pursuant to section 673 of 
title 10, United States Code, authorized the 
Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force, and the Secretary of Transportation 
with respect to the Coast Guard when it is 
not operating as a service within the De- 
partment of the Navy, to order to active 
duty units and individual members not as- 
signed to units of the Ready Reserve. The 
continued deployment of United States 
forces in and around the Arabian Peninsula 
necessitates this action. 

A copy of the Executive order imple- 
menting this action is attached. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Activation of the Ready Reserve 


January 18, 1991 


At the request of the Secretary of De- 
fense, the President today authorized the 
Department of Defense and the Depart- 
ment of Transportation to order members 
of the Ready Reserve of the Armed Forces 
to active duty under the provisions of sec- 
tion 673 of title 10, United States Code. 





This step is necessary to support the contin- 
ued operations of U.S. forces in Operation 
Desert Storm. This authority will enable re- 
servists to remain on active duty for longer 
than 180 days and will also permit the call 
to active duty of personnel in excess of the 
200,000 previously authorized. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Death of King Olav V of 
Norway 


January 18, 1991 


The President today sent a letter to His 
Majesty King Harald V and Her Majesty 
Queen Sonja of Norway extending Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Bush’s condolences on the 
death of King Olav V. In the letter, the 
President said that King Olav V was a 
symbol of Norway’s spirit and verve, and 
that his graciousness and energy would be 
missed. 

King Olav V lived in the United States 
during the Second World War as a guest of 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
During his long reign, Norway and the 
United States have enjoyed a very close and 
productive friendship. He was much ad- 
mired by the American people. 


Nomination of Melissa Foelsch Wells 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
Zaire 


January 18, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Melissa Foelsch Wells, of 
Connecticut, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Zaire. She would succeed 
William Caldwell Harrop. 

Currently Ambassador Wells serves as the 
United States Ambassador to the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. Prior to this, Am- 
bassador Wells served as director of the 
IMPACT Program in Geneva, Switzerland, 
1982-1986; resident representative of the 
United Nations Development Program and 
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special representative to the United Nations 
Secretary-General for relief operations in 
Uganda, 1979-1982; U.S. Representative on 
the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations, 1977-1979; U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, 
1976-1977; aid commercial counselor at 
the U.S. Embassy in Brasilia, Brazil, 1975- 
1976. She has also served as deputy director 
for major export projects at the Depart- 
ment of Commerce in Washington, DC, 
1973-1975; chief of the business relations 
branch in the Bureau of Economic Affairs, 
1972-1973; personnel officer for the Board 
of Examiners, 1971-1972; and economic of- 
ficer at the U.S. Embassy in London, Eng- 
land, 1966-1970. Ambassador Wells has also 
served as an economic officer at the U.S. 
Mission to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development in Paris, 
France, 1964-1966. From 1958 to 1961, 
Ambassador Wells served in several capac- 
ities at the Department of State. 

Ambassador Wells graduated from 
Georgetown University (B.S., 1956). She was 
born November 18, 1932, in Tallinn, Esto- 
nia. Ambassador Wells is married and has 
two children. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





January 12 


Boston University/Lewis Middle School Part- 
ners in Learning, of Boston, MA 


January 14 


Working People Helping Working People, of St. 
Paul, MN 


January 15 

Santa Ana Volunteer Youth, of Santa Ana, CA 
January 16 

Arbor House Day Program, of Albany, NY 
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January 17 

Free the Children, of Memphis, TN 
January 18 

V.LS.A., of El Paso, TX 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 12 

In the morning, the President called 
Prime Minister Felipé Gonzalez of Spain 
and Prime Minister Turgut Ozal of Turkey 
to discuss the Persian Gulf crisis. 


January 13 

In the evening, the President met at the 
White House with national security advisers 
to discuss the Persian Gulf crisis. 


January 14 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Joseph Wilson, Chargé d’Affaires at the 
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq; 

—congressional leaders; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 

nominate the following individuals: 


Lawrence B. Lindsey, of Virginia, to be a 
member of the Board of Governors of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System for the unexpired term of 
14 years from February 1, 1986. He would suc- 
ceed Manuel H. Johnson. Currently Dr. Lind- 
sey serves as Special Assistant to the President 
for Policy Development at the White House in 
Washington, DC. 

David W. Mullins, Jr, of Arkansas, to be Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for a term of 4 years. 
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He would succeed Manuel H. Johnson. Since 

May 1990 Dr. Mullins has served as a member 

of the Board of Governors of the Federal Re- 

serve System, in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Clifton R. Wharton, Jr., of New 
York, to be a member of the Advisory Com- 
mittee for Trade Policy and Negotiations 
for a term of 2 years. He would succeed 
John N. Palmer, Sr. Currently Dr. Wharton 
serves as chairman and chief executive offi- 
cer of the Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
Association of America in New York, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Esther H. Levens, of Kansas, to be 
a member of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council for a term expiring Janu- 
ary 15, 1995. She would succeed Kalman 
Sultanik. Currently Ms. Levens serves on 
the board of directors for several organiza- 
tions including the National Jewish Coali- 
tion, the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, and the American Jewish Com- 
mittee. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Richard M. DeVos, Jr., of Michigan, 
to be a member of the Commission on Pres- 
idential Scholars. He would succeed Dennis 
V. Alfieri. Currently Mr. DeVos serves as 
president and chief executive officer of the 
Windquest Group, Inc., in Grand Rapids, 
MI. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Credit Standards Advisory 
Committee. These are new positions, and 
members serve for the life of the Commit- 
tee. 


Donald C. Danielson, of Indiana. Currently Mr. 
Danielson serves as vice chairman of the board 
of directors for the City Securities Corp. in 
Indianapolis, IN. 

Gary A. Glaser, of Ohio. Currently Mr. Glaser 
serves as president and chief executive officer 
of the BancOhio National Bank in Columbus, 
OH. 

Robert L. McCormick, Jr., of Oklahoma. Current- 
ly Mr. McCormick serves as president of the 
Stillwater National Bank and Trust Co. in Still- 
water, OK. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mikiso Hane, of Illinois, to be a 
member of the National Council cn the Hu- 
manities for a term expiring January 26, 
1996. He would succeed Leon Richard Kass. 





Currently Dr. Hane serves as a professor of 
history at Knox College in Galesburg, IL. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William E. Strickland, Jr., of 
Pennsylvania, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Council on the Arts for a term expir- 
ing September 3, 1996. He would succeed 
Phyllis P. Berney. Currently Mr. Strickland 
serves as executive director of the Bidwell 
Training Center, Inc., in Pittsburgh, PA. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Marvin Sadik, of Maine, to be a 
member of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities. He would suc- 
ceed David W. Belin. Currently Mr. Sadik 
serves as an art consultant in Falmouth, 
ME. Prior to this Mr. Sadik served as direc- 
tor of the National Portrait Gallery in Wash- 
ington, DC, 1969-1981. 


January 15 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders; 

—Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re- 
serve System; Secretary of the Treasury 
Nicholas F. Brady; Robert L. Clarke, 
Comptroller of the Currency; Michael 
J. Boskin, Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers; and John UH. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President, 
to discuss the economy; 

—national security advisers, to discuss the 
Persian Gulf crisis; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President called 
Edmund Browning, presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, and Richard C. Halver- 
son, Chaplain of the Senate. Both clergy- 
men offered prayers on behalf of the Presi- 
dent and the country. 

Later in the morning, the President 
signed a national security directive commit- 
ting the U.S. military to conflict with Iraq. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Albert Stauffer, of Ohio, to be a 
Commissioner representing the United 
States Government on the Ohio River 
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Valley Water Sanitation Commission. He 
would succeed Kathleen E. Burgoon. Cur- 
rently Mr. Stauffer serves as plant manager 
of Ashland Oil in Marietta, OH. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the National Cancer Advisory 
Board for the terms indicated: 


Frederick Fenimore Becker, of Texas, for a term 
expiring March 9, 1996. He would succeed Ros- 
well K. Boutwell. Currently Dr. Becker serves 
as vice president for research and scientific di- 
rector of the Tumor Institute at the University 
of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston, TX. 


Paul Calabresi, of Rhode Island, for a term expir- 
ing March 9, 1996. He would succeed David 
Korn. Upon appointment, he will be designat- 
ed Chairman. Currently Dr. Calabresi serves as 
professor and chairman of the department of 
medicine at Brown University, and physician- 
in-chief and vice president for academic affairs 
at Roger Williams General Hospital in Provi- 
dence, RI. 


Kenneth K. Chan, of California, for a term expir- 
ing March 9, 1996. He would succeed Louise 
Connally Strong. Currently, Dr. Chan serves as 
director of the pharmacoanalytic core laborato- 
ry at the University of Southern California 
Comprehensive Cancer Center; associate pro- 
fessor of pharmacy for the School of Pharmacy 
at the University of Southern California; and as 
a science advisor at the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in Los Angeles, CA. 


Marlene A. Malek, of Virginia, for a term expir- 
ing March 9, 1996. She would succeed Helen 
G. Brown. Ms. Malek is a member of the Vin- 
cent T. Lombardi Cancer Research Center of 
Georgetown University Hospital, and has 
served as a registered nurse at Georgetown 
University Hospital in Washington, DC. 


Kenneth Olden, of Maryland, for the remainder 
of the term expiring March 9, 1992. He would 
succeed Louis W. Sullivan. Currently Dr. 
Olden serves as director of the Howard Univer- 
sity Cancer Center, and professor and chair- 
man of the department of oncology at the 
Howard University Medical School in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Sydney E. Salmon, of Arizona, for a term expir- 
ing March 9, 1996. He would succeed Enrico 
Mihich. Currently Dr. Salmon serves as a pro- 
fessor of medicine and director of the Arizona 
Cancer Center at the University of Arizona 
College of Medicine in Tucson, AZ. 
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January 16 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—the Education Policy Advisory Commit- 
tee; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of Rose M. Zamaria, of Florida, to be 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di- 
rector of White House Operations. She has 
been Special Assistant to the President and 
Director of White House Operations since 
January 1989. 

Throughout the evening, the President 
was in contact with the congressional lead- 
ership and world leaders, to discuss allied 
military action in the Persian Gulf. 


January 17 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders; 

—the Vice President and Rev. 
Graham, for lunch; 

—the Cabinet; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Micronesia as a result of a 
typhoon that began on December 16. He 
directed the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency to provide assistance to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts. 

In the morning, the President attended a 
nondenominational church service at Me- 
morial Chapel in Fort Meyer, VA. 

Throughout the day, the President re- 
ceived updated reports on the military 
action in the Persian Gulf. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Paul Edward Sussman, of Illinois, 
to be a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Inter-American Foundation for a 
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term expiring October 6, 1992. He would 
succeed John C. Duncan. Currently Mr. 
Sussman serves as chairman and chief exec- 
utive officer of the Hancock Securities 
Corp. in Chicago, IL. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kenneth Y. Tomlinson, of New 
York, to be a member of the Board for 
International Broadcasting for a term expir- 
ing April 28, 1993. This is a reappointment. 
Currently Mr. Tomlinson serves as execu- 
tive editor and vice president of Reader’s 
Digest in Pleasantville, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Peace Corps National Advi- 
sory Council for the terms indicated: 


John J. McCarthy, of California, for a term expir- 
ing October 6, 1992. He would succeed John 
Bigelow. Currently Dr. McCarthy serves as as- 
sistant to the Governor and director of the 
office of planning and research for the Gover- 
nor’s office in Sacramento, CA. 

Craig R. Stapleton, of Connecticut, for a term 
expiring October 6, 1991. He would succeed 
Creighton E. Mershon, Sr. Currently Mr. Sta- 
pleton serves as president of Marsh and 
McLennan Real Estate Advisors, Inc., in New 
York, NY. 


January 18 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—the Vice President, for lunch. 

In the morning, President Bush called 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet 
Union to discuss the Persian Gulf conflict 
and the situation in Lithuania. 

In the afternoon, the President called 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel to 
discuss the Persian Gulf conflict. Later, the 
President attended a military briefing at 
the Pentagon with Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney and Colin L. Powell, Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After the 
briefing, the President went to Camp 
David, MD, for the weekend. 








Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted January 14 


James Edward Denny, 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Commission- 
er of Patents and Trademarks, vice Rene 
Desloge Tegtmeyer, resigned. 


Jim E. Tarro, 

of New Mexico, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, vice 
Claire E. Freeman, resigned. 


Mikiso Hane, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir- 
ing January 26, 1996, vice Leon Richard 
Kass, term expired. 


William E. Strickland, Jr., 
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the 
National Council on the Arts for a term 
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Submitted January 14 —Continued 


expiring September 3, 1996, vice Phyllis P. 
Berney, term expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved January 14 


H.J. Res. 77 / Public Law 102-1 
Authorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution 
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